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The Public Service Commission (Commission) currently defines schools as essential use facilities 

for purposes of the transportation of natural gas supplies.  This designation was established in docket 
05-GI-102, dated July 9, 1987, commonly referred to as the Enunciation of Principles.  In the 
Enunciation of Principles, which addresses issues associated with the purchase and transportation of 
natural gas by customers, the Commission adopted a conservative approach to insure that there would 
be adequate natural gas supply to facilities providing essential services to the public. 

 
While the requirements for essential use customers were altered in subsequent dockets, the 

underlying designation of schools as essential use facilities remains unchanged.  On  
March 26, 1997, the Commission solicited input from parties regarding its essential use policies.  Many 
of the respondents recommended that the essential use designation be dropped for schools.  Based on 
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these comments, the Commission at its January 13, 1998, open meeting directed staff to issue a notice 
to investigate whether the schools should continue to be designated as essential use facilities.  The 
Commission is particularly interested in receiving comments regarding any issues associated with the use 
of the school facilities as emergency shelters.  This investigation will be conducted pursuant to ss. 
196.28 and 196.37, Stats.  Please note:  The Commission is pursuing additional issues associated with 
essential use policies in a separate docket.   
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Commission has determined that the decision to 
modify this standard is primarily a matter of policy.  Accordingly, the Commission does not intend to 
hold an adjudicatory hearing in this docket.  Rather, the Commission will develop a record in this 
proceeding based on the submission of written comments.  If the comments submitted to the 
Commission demonstrate that issues of adjudicative fact do exist and that a public hearing is necessary 
in order to determine whether to modify the standard, the Commission will schedule such a hearing.  
 

The Commission has established the following schedule: 
 

Requests for full party status are due at the Commission by February 6, 1998.  If you intend to 
participate as a full party, please indicate such interest in writing to the Commission at P.O. Box 7854, 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707.  Full-party status must be requested in writing pursuant to s. PSC 2.32(3), 
Wis. Adm. Code.  A staff position paper and the service list will then be circulated to the full parties.  
Initial comments by parties are due at the Commission by March 9, 1998.  Reply comments are due at 
the Commission by March 23, 1998.  Both the initial comments and reply comments must be served 
on all parties on the service list.  All filing deadlines are 12:00 noon of the date specified.  Fax submittals 
are due at 12:00 noon the day before. 

 
NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Commission considers it necessary, in order to carry out its 

duties, to investigate the books, accounts, practices, and activities of all gas utilities.  The expenses 
incurred or to be incurred by the Commission, which are reasonably attributable to the investigation, will 
be assessed against and collected from all gas utilities in accordance wit the provisions of s. 196.85. 
Stats., and Chapter PSC 5, Wis. Adm. Code. 

 
 This is a Type III action under s. PSC 4.10(3), Wis. Adm. Code.  No unusual circumstances 
suggesting the likelihood of significant environmental consequences have come to the Commission's 
attention.  Therefore, neither an environmental impact statement under s. 1.11, Stats., nor an 
environmental assessment is required. 
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Questions on this matter should be directed to Daniel L. Sage, Assistant Administrator, Natural 
Gas Division at (608) 267-9486 or Robert C. Bauer, Rate Analyst, at (608) 266-7686. 
 
Dated at Madison, Wisconsin, ________________________________ 
 
For the Commission: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Anita Sprenger, Administrator 
Natural Gas Division 
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